
PRACTICE exercises:                                correction en fin de document 

Present perfect ou past perfect? 

1. Mike __________________________ (to know) Karen for a long time when we met him. 

2. They __________________________ (to live) in Boston for two years before they moved to Chicago. 

3. So, I __________________________ (to know) them for 5 years now. 

4. I __________________________ (never meet) such friendly people! 

5. It was the first time Karen __________________________ (to be) to Boston. 

6. And this is only the second time she __________________________ (to visit) New York. 

7. They __________________________ (be) married since 2002. 

8. When I phoned, she __________________________ (just leave). 

9. Is Karen here? No, I'm sorry. She __________________________ (just go out). 

10. You __________________________ (ride) a horse, haven't you? 

11. Yes, of course. But I __________________________ (stop) riding recently. 

12. Yesterday, I couldn't remember where I __________________________ (put) my keys. 

1. They __________________________ (live) in Australia since 1989. 

3. She __________________________ (work) in this company for ten years. 

4. They __________________________ go) on a trip to Jamaica before moving to Paris. 

6. Where __________________________ (be/you) ? 

7. They __________________________ (study) Spanish for 5 years when they were at university. 

8. He __________________________ (work) here since last spring when he had an accident. 

9. He __________________________ (not go) to Spain since 1981 but he did last year. 

13. He __________________________ (not teach) French till 2002 when he was asked to do so. 

Prétérit ou past perfect? 

1. The meeting was at nine o'clock. When I __________________________ (arrive) at ten, the meeting had finished. 

2. When we got to the airport, I realized that I __________________________ (leave)my passport at home 

3. He didn't realize that he had gone through a red light, until a policeman __________________________ (stop) him 

4. They didn't want to go to the cinema because they __________________________ (see) the film the week before 

5. Barbara __________________________ (change) so much that I didn't recognize her. 

6. The next day, she moved away, as she __________________________ (plan) to. 

7. They wondered where she __________________________ (go) 

8. When she had cried for half an hour she __________________________ (begin) to feel better 

9. For three weeks she behaved as if nothing __________________________ (change) 



10. She __________________________ (take) the news as calmly as if she had expected it 

1. After my mother __________________________ (to do) a lot of housework yesterday, she 

__________________________(go) to visit her sister Anna. 

2. The teacher __________________________ (to prepare) the lesson before he __________________________(teach) 

it to his students. 

3. By the time John __________________________ (to arrive) to the movie theater, the movie 

__________________________(already begin). 

4. Lina __________________________ (understand) the text in German because she __________________________ 

(to read) it twice. 

5. Dan __________________________ (to have) a part time job for two years before he __________________________ 

his studies (begin). 

6. I was tired when my friends came to pick me up. I __________________________ (to work) all day. 

8. Before she __________________________ (come) to New York, Mary __________________________ (to work) as a 

teacher in her country. 

9. He __________________________ (to go) to bed after he __________________________ (do) his homework. 

10. She __________________________ (get) a good mark because she __________________________ (to revise) well 

before. 

Who ou Which? 

Here is the book ________________ I've just read. 

Jenny is the girl ________________ sat next to me. 

I didn't know the people ________________ helped me. 

I don't like the dog ________________ scared me. 

1. Mr Smith, __________  was asleep, did not see the burglar. 

2. The burglar went to the only table __________  was in the bedroom. 

4. The man __________  was in bed was Mr Smith. 

5. Give me the notes__________   are in the drawer. 

8. A burglar is a man__________   steals things. 

9. The burglar, __________  wanted money, opened the drawer. 

Transforme ces phrases pour n’en former qu’une seule:  

Pets are animals. They are kept at home as companions. _________________________________________________ 

A vet is a doctor. He treats animals. _________________________________________________ 

I live in a village. I play football in this village. _________________________________________________ 

While ou when? 

1. I was having lunch__________ James arrived. 

2. __________  I heard the doorbell, I went to the door. 



3. __________ Jo was washing her hair, I did my homework. 

 

4. __________  I buy the bread, you can go to the butcher's. 

5. I was at the baker's__________  I met Jo. 

6. The customer was being helped by the salesman __________ the thief came into the store. 

7. __________ you saw Keith, was he with Jo? 

8. I was in the shop__________  someone stole my bag. 

9. I hurt my back__________  I tried to lift the piano. 

10. __________  we were standing outside the cinema, someone picked my pocket. 

11. __________ Mrs Scott came back to her hotel, she called the elevator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Correction: 

Present perfect ou past perfect? 

Moments repères au passé= past perfect 

moments repères au present, ou pas de moment repère= present perfect 

1. Mike __________________________ (to know) Karen for a long time when we met him. =had known 

2. They __________________________ (to live) in Boston for two years before they moved to Chicago. =Had lived 

3. So, I __________________________ (to know) them for 5 years now. = have known 

4. I __________________________ (never meet) such friendly people! = have never met 

5. It was the first time Karen __________________________ (to be) to Boston. =had been 

6. And this is only the second time she __________________________ (to visit) New York. =has visited 

7. They __________________________ (be) married since 2002. =have been 

8. When I phoned, she __________________________ (just leave).= had just left 

9. Is Karen here? No, I'm sorry. She __________________________ (just go out).= has just gone out 

10. You __________________________ (ride) a horse, haven't you?= have ridden 

11. Yes, of course. But I __________________________ (stop) riding recently.= have stopped 

12. Yesterday, I couldn't remember where I __________________________ (put) my keys. = had put 

1. They __________________________ (live) in Australia since 1989. = have lived 

3. She __________________________ (work) in this company for ten years. = has worked 

4. They __________________________ go) on a trip to Jamaica before moving to Paris.= had gone 

6. Where __________________________ (be/you) ?= have you been 

7. They __________________________ (study) Spanish for 5 years when they were at university.= Had studied 

8. He __________________________ (work) here since last spring when he had an accident. =had worked 

9. He __________________________ (not go) to Spain since 1981 but he did last year. = had not gone 

13. He __________________________ (not teach) French till 2002 when he was asked to do so. =had not taught 

Prétérit ou past perfect? 

Il faut repérer laquelle des actions se déroule en premier (dans la chronologie des événements). Celle qui se déroule 

en premier sera au past perfect.  

1. The meeting was at nine o'clock. When I arrived (arrive) at ten, the meeting had finished.  

= quand je suis arrivé, le meeting était déjà terminé. D’abord le meeting se termine (past perfect), ensuite j’arrive 

(preterit).  

2. When we got to the airport, I realized that I had left (leave)my passport at home 

3. He didn't realize that he had gone through a red light, until a policeman stopped (stop) him 



4. They didn't want to go to the cinema because they had seen (see) the film the week before 

5. Barbara had changed (change) so much that I didn't recognize her. 

6. The next day, she moved away, as she had planned (plan) to. 

7. They wondered where she had gone (go) 

8. When she had cried for half an hour she began (begin) to feel better 

9. For three weeks she behaved as if nothing had changed (change) 

10. She took (take) the news as calmly as if she had expected it 

 

1. After my mother __________________________ (to do) a lot of housework yesterday, she 

__________________________(go) to visit her sister Anna. 

D’abord elle fait le ménage, ensuite elle rend visite à ma sœur= Had done/ went 

2. The teacher __________________________ (to prepare) the lesson before he __________________________(teach) 

it to his students. 

D’abord il prépare la leçon, ensuite il l’enseigne= had prepared/ taught 

3. By the time John __________________________ (to arrive) to the movie theater, the movie 

__________________________(already begin). 

D’abord le film commence, ensuite John arrive au cinéma= Arrived/ had already begun 

4. Lina __________________________ (understand) the text in German because she __________________________ 

(to read) it twice. 

D’abord elle lit le texte, ensuite elle le comprend= understood/ had read 

5. Dan __________________________ (to have) a part time job for two years before he __________________________ 

his studies (begin). 

D’abord il a un travail à mi-temps, ensuite il commence ses études= had had/ began 

6. I was tired when my friends came to pick me up. I __________________________ (to work) all day. 

D’abord je travaille, ensuite je suis fatigué= had worked 

8. Before she __________________________ (come) to New York, Mary __________________________ (to work) as a 

teacher in her country. 

D’abord elle travaille dans son pays, ensuite elle se rend à NY =came/ had worked 

9. He __________________________ (to go) to bed after he __________________________ (do) his homework. 

D’abord il fait ses devoirs, ensuite il va se coucher= went/ had done 

10. She __________________________ (get) a good mark because she __________________________ (to revise) well 

before. 

D’abord elle révise, ensuite elle a une bonne note= got/ had revised 

Who ou Which? 

Here is the book which I've just read. 

Jenny is the girl who sat next to me. 

I didn't know the people who helped me. 



1. Mr Smith, who  was asleep, did not see the burglar. 

2. The burglar went to the only table which  was in the bedroom. 

4. The man who  was in bed was Mr Smith. 

5. Give me the notes which   are in the drawer. 

8. A burglar is a man who   steals things. 

9. The burglar, who  wanted money, opened the drawer. 

Transforme ces phrases pour n’en former qu’une seule (who, which, when, where…) :  

Pets are animals. They are kept at home as companions. Pets are animals who are kept… 

A vet is a doctor. He treats animals. A vet is a doctor who treats animals.  

I live in a village. I play football in this village. I live in a village where I play football. 

While ou when? 

WHEN indique une action ponctuelle. On peut indiquer qu’une occupation se déroule (action longue) alors qu’un 

événement ponctuel se produit sans pour autant l’interrompre avec WHILE.  

1. I was having lunch when James arrived. 

 

2. When I heard the doorbell, I went to the door. 

 

3.While Jo was washing her hair, I did my homework. 

 

4. While I buy the bread, you can go to the butcher's. 

 

5. I was at the baker's when I met Jo. 

 

6. The customer was being helped by the salesman when the thief came into the store. 

 

7. When you saw Keith, was he with Jo? 

 

8. I was in the shop when someone stole my bag. 

 

9. I hurt my back when I tried to lift the piano. 

 

10. While we were standing outside the cinema, someone picked my pocket. 

 

11. When Mrs Scott came back to her hotel, she called the elevator. 


